
War in the Cold:
The “Little Ice Ages”









All of these wars occurred  in the cold—
--in “little ice ages” that lasted 350-550 years.

Little sunlight: short growing seasons with heavily overcast skies.
Massive regional droughts extended for up to 350 years.
Heavier floods drowned farmers—and their fields.
Crops failed across cultures and around the world.
They couldn’t feed their cities.
Governance failed
War, rebellions and invasions followed.







RUIN SPREAD

80% of china’s tumultuous wars occurred in 
the “little ice ages.” 

Locusts.
Epidemics
Rebellions
Invasions



China in the cold-- AD 1600-1899
(900 years)

243 wars
267 rebellions
81 major floods and droughts
40 “natural calamities”—typhoons, 
epidemics and more-extreme cold





Europe’s “War Peak” in the 17th Century
























